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They are different in the Midwest than
they are in the Northeast. We know
that there is diversity in this country,
and we should allow for those dif-
ferences and the improvement reforms
necessary to make it so that we are not
accepting the status quo. I would ask
the gentleman to take a look at that
again as something that perhaps we
can work on together.

I would also say, again, the jobs num-
bers, the gentleman is completely cor-
rect that these job numbers, this latest
report this morning reflects the lowest
number of jobs added since January of
2011. That doesn’t speak well about the
track record of what is going on here.
So let’s focus on jobs together.

As for the question about immigra-
tion, Mr. Speaker, I think the gen-
tleman is right. Immigration reform
could be an economic boon to this
country. We have got to do it right;
and along those lines, the Speaker has
said that we are going to look for the
release of a list of principles of our po-
sition in the majority here in the
House of what we believe is an appro-
priate path forward for immigration re-
form.

There are plenty of things that we
can agree on. As the gentleman knows,
I have been a strong proponent of the
KIDS Act that I am working with the
chairman of the committee on, because
I think all of us can agree that we
shouldn’t hold kids liable for the mis-
deeds or illegal acts of their parents.
This country has never been about
that. There are plenty of things like
that, strong border security, and mak-
ing sure that that occurs first so we
don’t see a continuing problem of ille-
gal immigration.

I think there are plenty of areas for
agreement. Hopefully, Mr. Speaker, we
can see after the release of a set of
principles of our side that there can be
some productive discussions, bipartisan
with the White House, so that it is not
“my way or the highway,” and then we
can see a proper way forward.
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Mr. HOYER. I thank the leader for
his comments.

Certainly we are not proponents of
“my way or the highway,” and I am
glad, I do believe, that hopefully the
majority leader is not either.

Briefly, on the SKILLS Act, we have
legislation, of course, on our side of the
aisle, a number of pieces of legislation
which deal with training, job skills,
and we are certainly prepared to work
on those. Unfortunately, as the gen-
tleman knows, that bill passed out in a
partisan way. There were two Demo-
crats who voted for it. But I am cer-
tainly willing to work with the gen-
tleman, and I think our side of the
aisle is willing to work with the gen-
tleman to invest and to give flexibility
so that we can recognize, obviously,
that what may be needed in my district
or the gentleman from Virginia’s dis-
trict is different from a district in
Washington State or California or
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Texas or Florida or Maine. So I want to
assure the gentleman that we are pre-
pared to work on that.

Next, can I ask you when those prin-
ciples that you talked about might be
expected, because I think that would be
a very positive step forward. But, in
my view, if we wait long, comprehen-
sive immigration reform will not get
accomplished, as I believe it should be,
in the next few months.

I yield to the gentleman.

Mr. CANTOR. I would say to the gen-
tleman, Mr. Speaker, that there is an
expectation that the list of principles
will be released in the near future, and
that is about as definite as I can be.
But again, the sense is that there is
common agreement on certain issues.

I think that, unfortunately, thus far,
given the track record around this
town, there is very little room for dis-
cussion, negotiations, and hopefully
this can be different. But thus far, Mr.
Speaker, all I can say is that we are
looking for the release of those prin-
ciples in the near future.

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman.

And in conclusion, let me simply say,
Mr. Leader, that we welcome moving
ahead on the omnibus. We think that is
very critical. We hope that we can ad-
dress the unemployment insurance
issue, not as a substitute for focusing
on growing jobs and growing the econ-
omy, which is essential, but in recogni-
tion that some 1.3 million people—
growing by 72,000 people a week—are in
deep distress, and we want to help
them. We think that is the right thing
to do. And we think America can do
both, grow the economy and help those
who have been hurt by the decrease in
the availability of jobs available.

Lastly, I might say, that we also
hope that we can get to immigration
reform as quickly as possible, and we
look forward to seeing those principles.

I yield back the balance of my time.

————

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY,
JANUARY 13, 2014
Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet on Monday next, when it shall
convene at noon for morning-hour de-
bate and 2 p.m. for legislative business.
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BRIDENSTINE). Is there objection to the
request of the gentleman from Vir-

ginia?
There was no objection.
———
WEB SITE SECURITY
(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, although the
www.healthcare.gov Web site launch
was a severe disappointment, an even
greater concern has been expressed re-
garding the Web site’s security vulner-
abilities, including the security of per-
sonal and medical information.
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What is most concerning is that it
appears to be more important for this
administration to avoid political fall-
out than to conduct a thorough evalua-
tion of the Web site’s security. Unfor-
tunately, it has become very clear that
the rushed implementation of the
launch has affected the site’s ability to
perform on both accounts.

Mr. Speaker, if the administration
wants the confidence of the American
people, they should make every effort
to ensure private information is kept
private. The bill we passed today with
significant bipartisan support, the
Health Exchange Security and Trans-
parency Act, would require the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services to
notify individuals if their personal in-
formation has been stolen or unlaw-
fully accessed through an ObamaCare
exchange. This is a simple, common-
sense reform that will go a long way to
help stem the fears that Americans
have with the online exchanges and the
security of their personal information.
Mr. Speaker, the American people de-
serve as much.

————
SAFE CLIMATE CAUCUS

(Mr. PETERS of California asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. PETERS of California. Mr.
Speaker, in southern California and
across the American West, 2013 was an-
other year of extremely dry conditions.
And as of today, snowpack in the Si-
erra Nevada mountain range, which is
our water storage facility, is well
below its seasonal average.

In 2011 and 2012, drought and heat
waves cost the United States $90 billion
in economic damages, further evidence
of the economic harm we are enduring
due to climate change and increasingly
extreme weather. 2012 saw the worst
drought in the country in 50 years,
with more than 80 percent of the coun-
try designated a drought disaster-af-
fected area by late November. Since
the year 2000, there have been nine
droughts that have each cost more
than $1 billion in damages.

Research from the Scripps Institu-
tion of Oceanography, sponsored by the
Climate Initiative at The San Diego
Foundation, has shown that in San
Diego the main effects of climate
change are rising sea levels, more in-
tense wildfires, and increased pressure
on water supplies.

It is time to get serious about cli-
mate change so that we can protect our
scarce water resources that hydrate
our farms and our families.

Go, Chargers.

——————

HONORING OUR FIRST RESPOND-
ERS AND EMERGENCY MANAGE-
MENT OFFICIALS

(Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Indiana’s
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